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CONFIDENTIAL GENEVA 2540 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SREF, IZ, IR 

SUBJ: KURDISH REFUGEES FROM IRAQ 
REF: TEHRAN 3308 

1. IRAN NOT SIGNATORY TO REFUGEE CONVENTION OR 
PROTOCOL. ONLY CONTRACTING STATES ARE REQUIRED TO 
ISSUE REFUGEE TRAVEL DOCUMENTS. WOULD GOI CONSIDER 
ISSUING LAISSE-PASSER IN LIEU OF REFUGEE CONVENTION 
DOCUMENTS? 

2. UNHCR DOES NOT ISSUE REFUGEE CONVENTION DOCU- 
MENTS. BUT COULD POSSIBLY IN EMERGENCY SITUATION 
ARRANGE WITH ICRC TO ISSUE RED CROSS TRAVEL DOCUMENT 
WHICH UNFORTUNATELY VALID ONLY FOR ONE-WAY TRIP OUT 
OF COUNTRY. 
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